Large subcutaneous hematoma complicating epidural block.
We present a case of a large subcutaneous hematoma in the lumbar region that occurred after epidural block was performed for the relief of labor pain. Epidural analgesia was begun in a young and healthy primigravida. Eight hours later, she needed an emergency cesarean section. Before anesthesia, blood was observed flowing freely around the site of the catheter insertion. General anesthesia was administered. Postoperative computed tomography showed a large subcutaneous hematoma in the lumbar region. Her postpartum course was complicated by an unexplained fever, which responded to antibiotic therapy and warranted prolonged hospitalization. Coagulation and bleeding studies were normal. We conclude subcutaneous hematoma after epidural block can cause significant morbidity and should be added to the list of neuroaxial block complications.